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2026 Community Events & Sponsorship Report 
 
The City of Tiffin's 2026 community events season has been a significant success and 
represents continued growth in the City's efforts to provide free, accessible, and 
engaging opportunities for residents and visitors. 
 
This year, the City introduced the Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park, a new 
summer event series designed to bring the community together through live 
entertainment, recreation, food, and family-friendly activities. The series included events 
in June, July, and August and incorporated Rec Fest as its culminating two-day 
celebration. 
 
In addition to the summer programming, the City continued supporting community 
events and partnerships throughout the year, including the Infuse Church 2026 Easter 
Egg Hunt, Springmier Community Library programming, and National Night Out. 
Upcoming events include the CCA 
Homecoming Parade, Springmier Library’s 
Touch-a-Truck Event, Halloween Hike, 
Holiday Hoopla/Breakfast with Santa, and 
the 2027 Easter Egg Hunt. 
 
A significant accomplishment this year was 
the development of a formal community 
sponsorship program. For the July 1, 
2026–June 30, 2027, sponsorship year, 
the City has secured $34,000 in 
sponsorship commitments, in addition to 
several in-kind partnerships. 
 
The City also began utilizing Placer.ai 
data, with assistance from Greater Iowa 
City, Inc., to better understand the reach 
and impact of Rec Fest. This will provide a valuable baseline for evaluating future 
events and understanding how Tiffin's community events attract both residents and 
visitors from surrounding communities. 
 
2026 Community Events Strategy 
 
As Tiffin continues to grow, community events have become an increasingly important 
part of creating connections among residents, supporting local businesses, activating 
public spaces, and building community identity. 
 
The City's 2026 sponsorship materials describe community events as opportunities for 
residents to come together, build relationships, and enjoy shared experiences 
throughout the year. The City's goal is to provide events that remain free and accessible 
while creating opportunities for businesses and community organizations to participate. 
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Rather than relying on one or two large annual events, the 2026 programming model 
provided opportunities for community engagement throughout the year. The 2026 
programming included: 

• Springmier Community Library Summer Reading programming 
• Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park 

o June 11 – Summer Kickoff 
o July 18 – Ice Cream Social & Movie Night 
o July 24 – Polka in the Park & Bingo 
o August 4 – National Night Out 
o August 7-8 – Rec Fest (Signature Event) 

• Future Events:  
o Springmier Library Touch-a-Truck 
o Halloween Hike  
o Holiday Hoopla/Breakfast with Santa   
o 2027 Easter Egg Hunt  

 
This approach allows the City to offer different types of experiences for different age 
groups while utilizing multiple parks, public spaces, and community facilities. 
 
Community Events Trailer 
 
The Tiffin City Council approved the 
purchase of a dedicated Community 
Events Trailer earlier this year to 
address the growing amount of 
equipment and supplies needed for 
Tiffin’s community events. Prior to the 
trailer, staff were storing event 
equipment in multiple City facilities and 
spending significant time gathering, 
transporting, and returning supplies 
before and after each event.  
 
The trailer has already greatly 
improved staff efficiency by providing 
one secure, centralized location for 
event equipment. Staff can now load 
and organize supplies in advance, 
transport everything together, and 
significantly streamline both event 
setup and teardown. This has been 
especially valuable as the City 
continues to expand its community programming, including Rec Fest, Tiffin Summer 
Social events, Movies in the Park, holiday celebrations, and other gatherings. 
 
The $6,595 investment also provides the City with a long-term asset that can continue 
supporting community events for years to come. The Community Events Trailer has 
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proven to be a practical investment that saves staff time, reduces unnecessary trips 
between facilities, improves event organization, and makes it easier for the City to 
deliver quality community events. 
 
Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park 
 
New in 2026, the Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park, was created as a summer 
event series rather than treating each event as a standalone activity. The series was 
designed around four primary elements: 

• Community connection 
• Live entertainment 
• Recreation 
• Family-friendly activities 

 
Events were held at Park Place City Center, Jim 
Bartels Tiffin City Park, and Deerview Park throughout 
June, July, and August. 
 
June 11 Kickoff – Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in 
the Park 
 
The inaugural Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the 
Park series kicked off on June 11 at Park Place City 
Center with live music, food, beverages, and family-
friendly activities. While the event faced challenging 
weather conditions, including rain, storms, and a 
tornado watch, our vendors and live entertainment 
remained committed to making the event happen. 
 
Despite the weather, community members still came 
out to enjoy live music from Mike Ryan and food and 
beverages from Elara’s Pizza, Kona Ice, and Lucky 
Wife Wine Slushies. While attendance was 
understandably impacted by the weather, the turnout was encouraging given the 
conditions. 
 
Staff considered the event a successful kickoff to the Summer Social series. The event 
demonstrated the community's willingness to participate in outdoor programming and 
provided a strong foundation for the remaining summer events. Most importantly, the 
event created an opportunity for residents, families, and neighbors to gather and 
connect, even when Mother Nature tried her best to crash the party. 
 
July 18 – Ice Cream Social & Movie Night  
 
The July 18 event was a strong community gathering at the Jim Bartels Tiffin City Park, 
bringing families, friends, and neighbors together for an evening of summer activities. 
The event featured a free ice cream social, food trucks, bounce houses, Nerf battles, 
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yard games, and live music by Marty Garrett, followed by a community movie night 
under the stars featuring The Sandlot. 
 
The event created opportunities for 
residents of all ages to participate, relax, 
and connect in the park. The combination 
of activities, live entertainment, and a 
family-friendly movie helped create a 
lively atmosphere and encouraged 
residents to stay and enjoy the event 
throughout the evening. 
 
City staff and volunteers worked behind 
the scenes to coordinate activities, 
vendors, entertainment, and the movie 
presentation. The event was well 
received by the community and 
demonstrated the value of offering free, 
family-friendly programming in Tiffin's 
parks. 
 
July 24 – Polka in the Park & Bingo 
 
The July 24 event at Deer View Park was well attended and provided a fun, interactive 
evening for residents of all ages. Attendees enjoyed live polka music, food trucks, yard 
games, and community bingo, creating an energetic atmosphere throughout the 
evening. 
 
The interactive polka music was a 
highlight of the event, with residents 
engaging with the performers and 
enjoying a unique style of live 
entertainment in the park. Following the 
music, the community stayed to 
participate in more than 10 games of 
bingo, keeping residents engaged and 
involved throughout the evening. 
 
A special focus of the event was 
supporting local businesses through the 
bingo prizes. Gift cards to Tiffin 
businesses were awarded to bingo 
winners, giving residents an opportunity to 
experience and support local businesses 
while adding an extra incentive to 
participate. 
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August 4 – National Night Out 
 
Tiffin’s National Night Out was well attended 
and provided a great opportunity for residents to 
come together with the Tiffin Fire Department 
and Johnson County Sheriff’s Office in a 
relaxed, family-friendly setting. The evening 
offered a mix of community activities, 
entertainment, food, and opportunities for 
residents to interact with the first responders 
who serve our community. 
 
Families enjoyed live music by Marty Garrett, 
delicious food from the XOLO Food Truck, yard 
games, and an inflatable water slide that was a 
big hit with kids throughout the evening. Face 
painting by Sandi Spurrell was especially 
popular, with Sandi staying busy throughout the 
event and continuing to paint faces for 
approximately 30 minutes beyond the 
scheduled event time due to demand. 
 
The ‘Meet Your Local First Responders’ portion 
of the evening gave residents an opportunity to 
visit with members of the Tiffin Fire Department and Johnson County Sheriff's Office, 
explore emergency vehicles, ask questions, and build connections with local public 
safety personnel. The classic car drive-in hosted by Bryant’s Tap & Grill also added 
another community attraction to the evening. 
 
2026 Rec Fest 
 
The 2026 Rec Fest was the highlight of the City's summer 
event season and was the most successful Rec Fest to 
date. This year, Rec Fest was expanded into a two-day 
celebration at Park Place City Center, offering a 
combination of recreation, family activities, local 
businesses, food, and live entertainment.  
 
Friday, August 7 – 5K & Kickoff  
 
The Rec Fest 5K Run/Walk successfully kicked off Rec 
Fest weekend at Park Place City Center. The event saw 
118 participants register, with approximately 54 participants 
ultimately taking part in the 5K Run/Walk or 1-Mile Fun 
Run. A few participants, including parents, participated in 
both events. The races brought runners, walkers, families, 
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and spectators together for an evening of 
recreation and community celebration, 
followed by music, food, beverages, and 
yard games. 
 
The event did face a weather-related 
challenge, with storms in the surrounding 
area creating the potential for a delayed 
start. Staff worked closely with the public 
safety team to monitor conditions, and once 
an all-clear was received, the race was able 
to proceed safely as scheduled. 
 
The weather also created an unexpected issue with the race timing system. Staff and 
the timing team worked through the issue, and the results were successfully reconciled 
and finalized over the course of the weekend. 
 
Following the race, participants and spectators were able to stick around and enjoy 
music from Heartland Jamz, food trucks, a beer tent, and yard games, creating a festive 
atmosphere and setting the tone for the remainder of Rec Fest weekend. 
 
Overall, the 5K was a successful opening event for Rec Fest. Despite challenging 
weather conditions and an unexpected timing-system issue, staff and event partners 
adapted quickly, prioritized safety, resolved operational challenges, and successfully 
delivered the event. 
 
Saturday, August 8 – Rec Fest Celebration 
 
The second day of Rec Fest was the most 
successful Rec Fest to date, bringing together 
families, residents, vendors, and visitors for an 
afternoon and evening of activities, entertainment, 
and community celebration at Park Place City 
Center. 
 
One of the biggest takeaways from this year's Rec 
Fest was the decision to split the event into two 
days. Rather than trying to fit all activities into one 
long day, the two-day format allowed the event to 
have a more manageable schedule and created an 
opportunity to begin Saturday's activities later in the 
afternoon. This helped bridge the typical gap 
between daytime family activities and evening 
entertainment, resulting in a more consistent flow of 
activity throughout the event. 
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Saturday offered a strong mix of family-friendly activities and entertainment, including 
vendor booths, food trucks, bounce houses, a water slide, train rides, a petting zoo, 
yard games, and the Bags Tournament. The combination provided something for a wide 
range of ages and interests and encouraged families to spend several hours at the 
event. 
 
The Rec Fest Bags Tournament brought a fun competitive element to the weekend, with 
12 teams participating in the tournament. The event provided an opportunity for friends, 
families, and community members to enjoy some 
friendly competition while taking part in the larger Rec 
Fest celebration. 
 
The live music lineup was another highlight. Sad Dads 
performed during the late afternoon while the Bags 
Tournament was underway, creating a lively 
atmosphere and helping build energy throughout the 
event. They effectively warmed up the crowd for the 
evening's headliner, Trophy Dads, who closed out 
Rec Fest with a high-energy concert that brought the 
event to a strong finish. 
 
Overall, the 2026 Rec Fest format proved to be a 
significant improvement and was the most successful 
Rec Fest to date. The combination of a two-day 
schedule, later Saturday start time, family activities, 
interactive entertainment, and a strong evening 
concert created a balanced event that appealed to a 
broad cross-section of the community. Staff also 
identified several opportunities to improve event 
parking and traffic flow based on this year's experience. Those takeaways will be 
incorporated into planning for future events to improve the experience for residents, 
businesses, and event attendees. 
 
Event Results 
 
Overall, the 2026 Rec Fest exceeded staff expectations. Friday's event successfully 
continued despite challenging weather conditions, while Saturday produced a strong 
and sustained turnout throughout the evening. 
 
The event demonstrated the value of offering a variety of activities and entertainment 
within one event. Families could participate in recreational activities, children could 
enjoy the attractions, adults could participate in the bags tournament and other 
activities, and attendees of all ages could enjoy the live music, food, and community 
atmosphere. 
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The two-day format also provided additional opportunities for community engagement 
and allowed the City to offer both an active Friday evening and a larger festival-style 
Saturday celebration. 
 
Staff believes the success of the 2026 Rec Fest provides a strong foundation for 
continuing to grow the event in future years and establishing it as one of Tiffin's 
signature annual community events.  
 
Placer.ai Event Analysis & Demographics Report 
 
The 2026 Rec Fest demonstrated a strong regional draw and meaningful engagement 
from attendees. According to Placer.ai, the event attracted approximately 2,000 visitors 
and generated 2,100 visits, with an average dwell time of 114 minutes. This nearly two-
hour average indicates that attendees were not simply stopping by briefly but were 
spending a significant amount of time participating in activities, enjoying the 
entertainment, and engaging with vendors and other event offerings.  
 
The geographic reach of the event was particularly notable. Approximately 25% of visits 
came from Tiffin, meaning the majority of attendees came from outside the community. 
Rec Fest attracted visitors from North Liberty, Iowa City, Coralville, Oxford, Solon, 
Cedar Rapids, and other surrounding communities, demonstrating that the event is 
developing into a regional attraction rather than serving solely as a local community 
event.  
 
The attendance 
patterns also closely 
aligned with staff 
observations during the 
event. While Friday's 
5K and evening 
activities were 
successful despite 
weather concerns, 
Saturday was the 
primary draw, with the 
vast majority of visits 
occurring that day. 
Activity increased 
significantly during the 
afternoon and 
remained strong 
throughout the evening, with peak activity occurring during the core Saturday 
programming between approximately 4:00 and 8:00 p.m.  
 
The 2026 Placer.ai report also provides the City with an important baseline for 
evaluating future Rec Fest events. Moving forward, this data can be used to compare 
attendance, visitor origin, dwell time, and regional reach from year to year and help staff 
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evaluate how changes in programming, marketing, sponsorships, and event format 
impact participation. This allows the City to measure the success of Rec Fest using data 
in addition to staff observations and community feedback. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
The City's 2026 event season will continue into fall and winter. 
 
CCA Homecoming Parade – September 24, 2026 
 
The City will continue its partnership with Clear Creek Amana Schools and the 
community in support of the CCA Homecoming Parade on September 24. City staff and 
elected officials will gather to participate in the parade and represent the City of Tiffin. 
We encourage elected officials and staff to join us as we celebrate CCA Homecoming 
and show our community spirit. Staff are also currently looking for creative ideas for this 
year’s parade float and welcome suggestions from the community. 
 
Touch-a-Truck – October 10, 2026  
 
Touch-a-Truck will give children and families the opportunity to see, explore, and get 
hands-on with the vehicles and equipment used by the City and our community 
partners. The event offers a fun and educational experience while showcasing the 
important work our City departments and community partners do every day. 
 
Last year’s event was a huge success, and we’re excited to bring it back! Mark your 
calendars for October 10 and come experience the equipment up close. After all, we’re 
all kids at heart, and who doesn’t love pushing buttons, climbing into big trucks, and 
honking a few horns? 
 
Halloween Hike – October 17, 2026  
 
The Halloween Hike will continue to provide a fun, family-friendly Halloween experience 
in Tiffin while building on the tradition established in partnership with Infuse Church. 
This year, the City plans to expand the event by incorporating the City’s trail system, 
with the hike beginning at the Jim Bartels Tiffin City Park. The park’s concession stand 
will serve as a gathering point and provide seasonal favorites such as hot chocolate and 
apple cider. 
 
Staff is planning to take the Halloween experience to the next level this year with a 
haunted-themed tent along the trail, creating a fun and spooky experience for 
participants. We will also be breaking out an exciting new addition, the Foam Daddy, to 
add another element of fun to the event. The trail will be illuminated with luminaires, 
string lights, and solar lights to create a festive atmosphere and help set the mood as 
families make their way through the hike. 
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The event has historically been very well attended, and we anticipate another strong 
turnout this year. New activities will also include a dog costume contest and additional 
costume contests, with more details to be announced as planning continues. 
 
Volunteers, creative ideas, and community participation are welcome as we work to 
make this year's Halloween Hike bigger, better, and a memorable Tiffin tradition for 
families. 
 
Holiday Hoopla – Breakfast with Santa – TBD 
  
The City plans to continue its partnership with Tiffin Community Fund and Infuse Church 
for the annual Breakfast with Santa and Holiday Hoopla celebration. The event will 
again provide families with a festive holiday experience, beginning with a ticketed 
Breakfast with Santa followed by early access to Infuse Church’s free Holiday Hoopla. 
 
For 2026, staff is also exploring the opportunity to host the event at the new Tiffin 
Community Recreation Center, providing an exciting opportunity to utilize the new 
facility for one of Tiffin’s growing holiday traditions. The Recreation Center would 
provide additional space for breakfast, activities, crafts, and holiday programming while 
giving residents an opportunity to experience and enjoy the new facility. 
 
Breakfast with Santa will include a holiday breakfast, time with Santa, a holiday book, 
and a personalized “Nice List” certificate. Breakfast participants will also receive early 
access to Holiday Hoopla before it opens to the general public. 
 
The Holiday Hoopla will continue to offer free, family-friendly activities such as letters to 
Santa, cookie decorating, ornament making, holiday crafts, story time, and other 
seasonal activities, along with opportunities to visit with Santa and enjoy the holiday 
atmosphere. 
 
The event has become a popular holiday tradition in Tiffin, and staff looks forward to 
continuing to build on its success while exploring new ways to utilize the Recreation 
Center as a community gathering space. The 2026 event date has not yet been 
finalized and will be announced once confirmed. Additional details, including registration 
information and activities, will be shared as planning progresses. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The 2026 community events season demonstrates that Tiffin's community programming 
is growing alongside the community itself. Through the introduction of the Tiffin Summer 
Social series, the expansion of Rec Fest, continued partnerships with local 
organizations and public safety agencies, and the development of a formal sponsorship 
program, the City has created more opportunities for residents and visitors to gather, 
connect, and enjoy shared experiences. 
 
The success of this year's programming also demonstrates the value of intentional 
event planning, strong community partnerships, and continued evaluation. The two-day 
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Rec Fest format, for example, created a stronger overall experience, while Placer.ai 
data now provides the City with a baseline to measure attendance, regional reach, and 
engagement in future years. The City's $34,000 in sponsorship commitments and in-
kind partnerships further demonstrates the community's willingness to invest in these 
shared experiences. 
 
As Tiffin continues to grow, the City has an opportunity to build on this momentum by 
continuing to offer a diverse calendar of accessible, family-friendly events that activate 
our parks and public spaces, support local businesses, strengthen partnerships, and 
foster a sense of community. With several events still ahead in 2026, and the new 
Recreation Center providing additional opportunities for programming, staff will continue 
looking for ways to improve, expand, and create meaningful experiences for the 
community. Ultimately, the goal is simple: create opportunities for people to come 
together, build connections, support one another, and make Tiffin feel like home. 
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Expense Report 
Expense Totals 

MOVIES $918.00 
ADVERTISING $2,107.82 
JUNE 11 EXPENSES $690.00 
JULY 18 EXPENSES $1,052.42 
JULY 24 EXPENSES $700.00 
AUG 4 EXPENSES $1,384.13 
AUG 7-8 EXPENSES $17,898.22 
SUPPLIES $15,971.93 
LIBRARY PROGRAMING $2,500.00 
Totals:  $43,222.52 

 
 

Revenue Report  
 

SPONSOR  LEVEL AMOUNT 
HOMEMAKERS PRESENTING SPONSOR $10,000  
MSA COMMUNITY CHAMPION $5,000  
SHG BUILDERS COMMUNITY CHAMPION $5,000  
CORDA CREDIT UNION COMMUNITY BUILDER $2,500  
WOODRUFF CONSTRUCTION COMMUNITY BUILDER $2,500  
IOWA HEALTH CARE COMMUNITY BUILDER $2,500  
RIVERSIDE CASINO & GOLD 
RESORT 

COMMUNITY BUILDER $2,500  

ADAM MILLER REALTOR COMMUNITY PARTNER $1,000  
D&R PEST CONTROL COMMUNITY PARTNER $1,000  
BELLA SALA EVENT CENTER COMMUNITY PARTNER $1,000  
TIFFIN DENTAL CARE COMMUNITY PARTNER $1,000  
BILLION AUTOMOTIVE OF IOWA 
CITY 

COMMUNITY PARTNER $1,000  

BRANDON BIERI AGENCY COMMUNITY SUPPORTER $500  
MERCY CARE NORTH LIBERTY COMMUNITY SUPPORTER $500  
NAVARA INSURANCE COMMUNITY SUPPORTER $500  
HYVEE IN-KIND WATER & ICE 
SMITH SANITATION IN-KIND GARBAGE SERVICES 
FAREWAY IN-KIND BANANAS, WATERMELLON, CANDY 
CITY OF TIFFIN BUDGETED AMOUT 17,625  

TOTAL FUNDS:  $54,125  
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The City of Tiffin is a growing community located in Johnson County within the Iowa
City metropolitan area. As one of the fastest-growing communities in Iowa, Tiffin
continues to experience steady residential and commercial development while
maintaining a welcoming, small-town feel.

Home to approximately 7,500+ residents and growing, Tiffin is a family-oriented
community known for its safe neighborhoods, quality schools, and strong
community connections. The city is part of the Clear Creek Amana School District
and benefits from its proximity to Iowa City, Coralville, and surrounding regional
employers, making it an ideal place for families and businesses alike.

Community events and programs play an important role in Tiffin’s identity, offering
opportunities for residents to come together, build relationships, and enjoy shared
experiences throughout the year. These events are offered as free, accessible
community events, ensuring that all residents can participate regardless of age or
background. Participation continues to grow each year, helping strengthen
connections between residents, local organizations, and businesses.

As the community continues to grow, the City is also investing in new amenities and
spaces, including the upcoming recreation center opening this fall, which will further
enhance opportunities for wellness, activity, and community engagement.

Partnerships with local businesses remain essential in supporting and expanding
community programming. Sponsorships allow the City to provide engaging,
accessible events while giving businesses meaningful visibility and opportunities to
connect directly with the community.

We look forward to the opportunity to connect with you and discuss how your
organization can be part of Tiffin’s continued growth and community-focused
events.

City of Tiffin Staff Contacts
Brianna Wilkerson, Deputy City Clerk
Ashley Jay-Platz, Assistant City Administrator
Elizabeth Petersen Grier, Library Director
Grant Weber, Recreation Director



E A S T E R  E G G  H U N T

The annual Easter Egg Hunt is a springtime favorite,
drawing families from across the community for a
morning of excitement, laughter,  & outdoor fun.
Children of all  ages participate in age-grouped hunts
fi l led with prizes, treats,  & special surprises. With
additional attractions & community partners involved,
this event continues to grow each year.  This event is
proudly hosted in partnership with Infuse Church, who
helped establish & grow this tradition after becoming
established in Tiff in. Sponsors help bring this tradition
to l ife while gaining exposure to a large.

H O L I D A Y  H O O P L A

Breakfast with Santa / Holiday Hoopla
A cherished Tiffin holiday tradition, Breakfast with
Santa brings families together for a morning of festive
fun, warm meals,  & memorable moments with Santa
himself .  This beloved event, paired with Holiday
Hoopla activities,  creates a welcoming kickoff to the
holiday season with crafts,  seasonal activities,  &
community cheer. It ’s a high-attendance, family-
focused event that offers sponsors meaningful
visibil ity while supporting a magical experience for
local children & families.

H A L L O W E E N  H I K E

The Halloween Hike transforms Tiffin into a fun & safe
trick-or-treat experience for families of all  ages.
Children dress in costumes & walk a designated route
through decorated stops hosted by local businesses &
organizations. This event promotes community
connection, encourages local engagement, & provides
a safe alternative to traditional door-to-door trick-or-
treating. This event is proudly hosted in partnership
with Infuse Church, who helped establish and grow
this tradition after becoming established in Tiff in.
Sponsors play a key role in creating an unforgettable,
family-friendly Halloween experience.



T I F F I N  S U M M E R  S O C I A L  -
P A R T I E S  I N  T H E  P A R K

New in 2026, Tiff in Summer Social :  Parties in the Park is a
summer event series designed to bring the community
together through live entertainment, recreation, food, &
family-friendly fun. Hosted throughout June, July,  & August at
Park Place City Center & City Park, the series creates
opportunities for residents & visitors to connect while
enjoying Tiffin’s parks and community spaces. Sponsors help
bring the Tiffin Summer Social :  Parties in the Park series to
life,  supporting a summer of connection, entertainment, &
memorable community experiences for residents of all  ages.

J U N E  1 1  
The summer series kicks off at Park Place City Center with an
evening of l ive music with Mike Ryan, food trucks, yard
games & bounce houses. 

J U L Y  1 8
Held at City Park, this event celebrates Parks & Recreation
Month with activities for all  ages. The evening will  feature l ive
music, food trucks, an ice cream social ,  a Nerf gun battle,  and
a movie at dusk. This event highlights the importance of
parks, recreation, and community engagement.

A U G U S T  7  &  8
Formerly a standalone event, REC Fest is now part of the
Tiffin Summer Social :  Parties in the Park series—expanding
into a two-day community celebration focused on
connection, entertainment, & hometown pride. Held at Park
Place City Center, this weekend brings residents together
through live entertainment, family activities, food, &
interactive experiences designed for all  ages.

The weekend begins Friday evening with a community 5K
run, setting an energetic tone for the festivities. Following
the race, attendees can enjoy live music, food trucks, a
beverage tent, & yard games in a relaxed outdoor
atmosphere that encourages community connection and
summer fun.

Saturday continues with a full  evening of family-friendly
entertainment and interactive activities for all  ages,
including a petting zoo, train rides, inflatables, vendor
booths, food trucks, bags tournament yard games &
community activities. The evening concludes with live music
from Trophy Dads, closing out the weekend celebration.

This event serves as a true community gathering, bringing
together families, neighbors, local organizations, &
businesses to celebrate summer in Tiffin.



S P R I N G M I E R  C O M M U N I T Y
L I B R A R Y

Located inside the Clear Creek Amana Middle School,
the Springmier Community Library has served the
Tiffin community since 2001 following a generous
estate gift from Howard Springmier to establish a
library dedicated to l iteracy and lifelong learning.
Through the leadership and dedication of Shirley
Yeries,  founder and original director,  followed by long-
standing director Kris Petersen, the l ibrary built a
strong foundation centered on literacy, education, and
community connection. Today, that mission continues
through the leadership of current director Liz Petersen
Grier.

The Springmier Community Library Summer Reading
Program encourages readers of all  ages to stay
engaged, explore new interests,  and continue learning
throughout the summer months. Through engaging
programs, books, activities,  and reading incentives, the
program helps build l iteracy skil ls ,  spark curiosity,  and
nurture a l ifelong love of reading while making
summer learning enriching and accessible for every
reader in our community.

With over 1 ,400 patrons served, the l ibrary continues
to play an important role in fostering learning,
connection, and opportunity within Tiffin. Sponsors
play a key role in supporting accessible programming
and meaningful educational experiences for readers
and families throughout the community.

B a r n y a r d  D i s c o v e r i e s  -  T r a v e l i n g  F a r m
B u c k  J o n e s  -  I l l u s t r a t o r
S t i n g  R a y  T o u c h  T a n k  -  N a t i o n a l  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r
M u s e u m
J o h n s o n  C o u n t y  F a r m  B u r e a u  -  A g  I n t r o d u c t i o n
T o b y  K i d  M e s o z o i c  A d v e n t u r e s  -  P r e h i s t o r i c
A d e v e n t u r e
E C I C O G -  S u s t a i n a b l i t y  P r o g r a m
P o l k a  i n  t h e  P a r k  -  M i k e  S c h n e i d e r
O w l  G l a s s  P u p p e t s  -  P u p p e t  P e r f o r m a n c e
C o l d - B l o o d e d  R e d h e a d  -  R e p t i l e  P r o g r a m
R o c k i n ’  R e p t i l e s  -  N a t i o n a l  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  M u s e u m
S u m m e r  W r a p  U p  P a r t y  - ” D o n u t ”  S t o p  R e a d i n g !  



S P O N S O R S H I P  L E V E L S
P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R  –  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 +  ( E X C L U S I V E )

E x c l u s i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  t h e  P r e s e n t i n g  S p o n s o r  o f  C i t y  o f  T i f f i n  C o m m u n i t y
E v e n t s
B u s i n e s s  n a m e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  e v e n t  p r o m o t i o n s  a s  “ P r e s e n t e d  b y  [ B u s i n e s s
N a m e ] ”
L a r g e s t  l o g o  p l a c e m e n t  o n  a l l  e v e n t  m a r k e t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s ,
C i t y  w e b s i t e ,  a n d  e v e n t  s i g n a g e
D e d i c a t e d  s p o n s o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o n  C i t y  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  w e b s i t e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
y e a r
O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s p l a y  b a n n e r s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  p r o m o t i o n a l  i t e m s  a t  a l l  e l i g i b l e
e v e n t s
C o m p l i m e n t a r y  b o o t h  s p a c e  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  S u m m e r  S o c i a l  e v e n t
R e c o g n i t i o n  d u r i n g  e v e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d  o p e n i n g  r e m a r k s
F i r s t  r i g h t  o f  r e f u s a l  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ' s  P r e s e n t i n g  S p o n s o r s h i p

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A M P I O N  –  $ 5 , 0 0 0
L a r g e  l o g o  p l a c e m e n t  o n  e v e n t  m a r k e t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s ,  C i t y
w e b s i t e ,  a n d  e v e n t  s i g n a g e
F e a t u r e d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o n  C i t y  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  w e b s i t e
R e c o g n i t i o n  a t  a l l  C i t y - s p o n s o r e d  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s
O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s p l a y  a  b a n n e r  a t  e l i g i b l e  e v e n t s
C o m p l i m e n t a r y  b o o t h  s p a c e  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  S u m m e r  S o c i a l  e v e n t
R e c o g n i t i o n  d u r i n g  e v e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t s

C O M M U N I T Y  B U I L D E R  –  $ 2 , 5 0 0
M e d i u m  l o g o  p l a c e m e n t  o n  e v e n t  m a r k e t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s ,  C i t y
w e b s i t e ,  a n d  e v e n t  s i g n a g e
R e c o g n i t i o n  o n  C i t y  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  w e b s i t e
O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s p l a y  a  b a n n e r  a t  e l i g i b l e  e v e n t s
C o m p l i m e n t a r y  b o o t h  s p a c e  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  S u m m e r  S o c i a l  e v e n t

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R  –  $ 1 , 0 0 0
L o g o  p l a c e m e n t  o n  e v e n t  m a r k e t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s ,  C i t y
w e b s i t e ,  a n d  e v e n t  s i g n a g e
R e c o g n i t i o n  o n  C i t y  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  w e b s i t e
O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o m o t i o n a l  i t e m s  a t  e l i g i b l e  e v e n t s

C O M M U N I T Y  S U P P O R T E R  –  $ 5 0 0
B u s i n e s s  n a m e  l i s t e d  o n  e v e n t  m a r k e t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s ,  C i t y
w e b s i t e ,  a n d  e v e n t  s i g n a g e
R e c o g n i t i o n  o n  C i t y  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  w e b s i t e

C O M M U N I T Y  F R I E N D  –  $ 2 5 0
B u s i n e s s  n a m e  l i s t e d  o n  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s ,  C i t y  w e b s i t e ,  a n d  e v e n t  s i g n a g e

C O M M U N I T Y  A D V O C A T E  –  $ 1 0 0
B u s i n e s s  n a m e  l i s t e d  o n  s p o n s o r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  C i t y  w e b s i t e

I N - K I N D  S P O N S O R
R e c o g n i t i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  v a l u e  o f  d o n a t e d  g o o d s  o r  s e r v i c e s
S p o n s o r s h i p  b e n e f i t s  m a y  b e  a d j u s t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n

A l l  s p o n s o r s h i p s  h e l p  k e e p  T i f f i n ' s  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  f r e e  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r
r e s i d e n t s  o f  a l l  a g e s .  C o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  n o n p r o f i t s ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e

w e l c o m e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  A u g u s t  S u m m e r  S o c i a l  e v e n t  t h r o u g h  b o o t h
r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s p o n s o r s h i p  l e v e l .


	2026 Community Events Strategy
	Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park
	June 11 Kickoff – Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park
	The inaugural Tiffin Summer Social – Parties in the Park series kicked off on June 11 at Park Place City Center with live music, food, beverages, and family-friendly activities. While the event faced challenging weather conditions, including rain, sto...
	Despite the weather, community members still came out to enjoy live music from Mike Ryan and food and beverages from Elara’s Pizza, Kona Ice, and Lucky Wife Wine Slushies. While attendance was understandably impacted by the weather, the turnout was en...
	Staff considered the event a successful kickoff to the Summer Social series. The event demonstrated the community's willingness to participate in outdoor programming and provided a strong foundation for the remaining summer events. Most importantly, t...
	July 18 – Ice Cream Social & Movie Night
	July 24 – Polka in the Park & Bingo
	The July 24 event at Deer View Park was well attended and provided a fun, interactive evening for residents of all ages. Attendees enjoyed live polka music, food trucks, yard games, and community bingo, creating an energetic atmosphere throughout the ...
	The interactive polka music was a highlight of the event, with residents engaging with the performers and enjoying a unique style of live entertainment in the park. Following the music, the community stayed to participate in more than 10 games of bing...
	A special focus of the event was supporting local businesses through the bingo prizes. Gift cards to Tiffin businesses were awarded to bingo winners, giving residents an opportunity to experience and support local businesses while adding an extra ince...
	August 4 – National Night Out

	Tiffin’s National Night Out was well attended and provided a great opportunity for residents to come together with the Tiffin Fire Department and Johnson County Sheriff’s Office in a relaxed, family-friendly setting. The evening offered a mix of commu...
	Families enjoyed live music by Marty Garrett, delicious food from the XOLO Food Truck, yard games, and an inflatable water slide that was a big hit with kids throughout the evening. Face painting by Sandi Spurrell was especially popular, with Sandi st...
	The ‘Meet Your Local First Responders’ portion of the evening gave residents an opportunity to visit with members of the Tiffin Fire Department and Johnson County Sheriff's Office, explore emergency vehicles, ask questions, and build connections with ...
	2026 Rec Fest
	Friday, August 7 – 5K & Kickoff
	Saturday, August 8 – Rec Fest Celebration
	The second day of Rec Fest was the most successful Rec Fest to date, bringing together families, residents, vendors, and visitors for an afternoon and evening of activities, entertainment, and community celebration at Park Place City Center.
	One of the biggest takeaways from this year's Rec Fest was the decision to split the event into two days. Rather than trying to fit all activities into one long day, the two-day format allowed the event to have a more manageable schedule and created a...
	Saturday offered a strong mix of family-friendly activities and entertainment, including vendor booths, food trucks, bounce houses, a water slide, train rides, a petting zoo, yard games, and the Bags Tournament. The combination provided something for ...
	The Rec Fest Bags Tournament brought a fun competitive element to the weekend, with 12 teams participating in the tournament. The event provided an opportunity for friends, families, and community members to enjoy some friendly competition while takin...
	The live music lineup was another highlight. Sad Dads performed during the late afternoon while the Bags Tournament was underway, creating a lively atmosphere and helping build energy throughout the event. They effectively warmed up the crowd for the ...
	Overall, the 2026 Rec Fest format proved to be a significant improvement and was the most successful Rec Fest to date. The combination of a two-day schedule, later Saturday start time, family activities, interactive entertainment, and a strong evening...
	Event Results


	Upcoming Events
	CCA Homecoming Parade – September 24, 2026
	Touch-a-Truck – October 10, 2026
	Halloween Hike – October 17, 2026
	The Halloween Hike will continue to provide a fun, family-friendly Halloween experience in Tiffin while building on the tradition established in partnership with Infuse Church. This year, the City plans to expand the event by incorporating the City’s ...
	Staff is planning to take the Halloween experience to the next level this year with a haunted-themed tent along the trail, creating a fun and spooky experience for participants. We will also be breaking out an exciting new addition, the Foam Daddy, to...
	The event has historically been very well attended, and we anticipate another strong turnout this year. New activities will also include a dog costume contest and additional costume contests, with more details to be announced as planning continues.
	Volunteers, creative ideas, and community participation are welcome as we work to make this year's Halloween Hike bigger, better, and a memorable Tiffin tradition for families.
	Holiday Hoopla – Breakfast with Santa – TBD

	.WS - D - City of Tiffin Sponsorship Proposal (1).pdf
	TIFFIN EVENTS 2026
	The City of Tiffin is a growing community located in Johnson County within the Iowa City metropolitan area. As one of the fastest-growing communities in Iowa, Tiffin continues to experience steady residential and commercial development while maintaining a welcoming, small-town feel.
	Home to approximately 7,500+ residents and growing, Tiffin is a family-oriented community known for its safe neighborhoods, quality schools, and strong community connections. The city is part of the Clear Creek Amana School District and benefits from its proximity to Iowa City, Coralville, and surrounding regional employers, making it an ideal place for families and businesses alike.
	Community events and programs play an important role in Tiffin’s identity, offering opportunities for residents to come together, build relationships, and enjoy shared experiences throughout the year. These events are offered as free, accessible community events, ensuring that all residents can participate regardless of age or background. Participation continues to grow each year, helping strengthen connections between residents, local organizations, and businesses.
	As the community continues to grow, the City is also investing in new amenities and spaces, including the upcoming recreation center opening this fall, which will further enhance opportunities for wellness, activity, and community engagement.
	Partnerships with local businesses remain essential in supporting and expanding community programming. Sponsorships allow the City to provide engaging, accessible events while giving businesses meaningful visibility and opportunities to connect directly with the community.
	We look forward to the opportunity to connect with you and discuss how your organization can be part of Tiffin’s continued growth and community-focused events.
	City of Tiffin Staff Contacts Brianna Wilkerson, Deputy City Clerk Ashley Jay-Platz, Assistant City Administrator Elizabeth Petersen Grier, Library Director Grant Weber, Recreation Director
	New in 2026, Tiffin Summer Social: Parties in the Park is a summer event series designed to bring the community together through live entertainment, recreation, food, & family-friendly fun. Hosted throughout June, July, & August at Park Place City Center & City Park, the series creates opportunities for residents & visitors to connect while enjoying Tiffin’s parks and community spaces. Sponsors help bring the Tiffin Summer Social: Parties in the Park series to life, supporting a summer of connection, entertainment, & memorable community experiences for residents of all ages.
	The summer series kicks off at Park Place City Center with an evening of live music with Mike Ryan, food trucks, yard games & bounce houses.
	Held at City Park, this event celebrates Parks & Recreation Month with activities for all ages. The evening will feature live music, food trucks, an ice cream social, a Nerf gun battle, and a movie at dusk. This event highlights the importance of parks, recreation, and community engagement.

	SPRINGMIER COMMUNITY LIBRARY
	PRESENTING SPONSOR – $10,000+ (EXCLUSIVE)
	COMMUNITY CHAMPION – $5,000
	COMMUNITY BUILDER – $2,500
	COMMUNITY PARTNER – $1,000
	COMMUNITY SUPPORTER – $500
	COMMUNITY FRIEND – $250
	COMMUNITY ADVOCATE – $100
	IN-KIND SPONSOR



